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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Post Office Box 7068 
Pasadena, CA 91109-7068 
September 17, 1999 



Commissioner: 



Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 






16 as noted below. 




IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend cl^im^Ts, 6, 13, 14, 15 aj 

Claim 3, line 1, delete "jthd" and i^^ert therefor --or--. 
Claim 5, line 1, delete ""one of^aim^ or 4" and insert therefor -clair 
Claim 6, lines 1 and 2, delete "oja^of the preceding claims" and inseft therefor -claim 1-. 
Claim 9, lines 1 and 2, delete '"on^f the^eceding claims" and inseft^th^^for -claim 1-. 
Claim 10, lines 1 and 2, delete "one oFthepfeceding claims" and insert therefor -clain^l'--. 
Claim 11, lines 1 and 2, delete "at l^ast one of the preceding claims" and inserl^tyerefor 
--claim 1--. 

Claim 12, lines 1 and 2, delete "at le^st one of the preceding claims" and insert therefor 

-- claim 1-. / / 

Claim 13, lines 1 and 2, delete "at least one of the preceding claims" and insert therefor 



claim I--. 



Assigned x 



Claim 14, lines 1 and 2, delete "at lea^one of the preceding claims" and insert therefo 
-- claim I--. 

Claim 15, lines 1 and 2, delet^"at leasj^t5ne of the preceding claims" and insert therefor- 
-- claim I--. / 

Claim 16, lines 1 and 2, delete/*at least one of the preceding claims" and insert therefor 
-- claim 1--, 



In view of the foregoing amendments, consideration and allowance of this application 
is respectfully requested. 
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CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 
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